OBSERVATION IN THE DRAMA

VALUE OF THE LOVING EYE FOR
DLTAIL,

Hew 1t Mas Helped Fiteh and Ade; How
It Makes Barrie Neal Where Shaw Is

Yroin an Open Byed Interest In Life, |

A certain well known actresa vecently
sald that she admired a oertain other well
known aciress, “\Why"" somebody asked
her, perhaps not unreasonably surprized,
*Reou w0, " sald ghe, “she does so wonder-
fully well those things that -that nobody
ever doos'"

This is the faminine of David Warflald's
assertion that too many actors Imitate
not life but other actors. And what (s
true of tho players is equally true of ‘he
playwrights. Tha old "brown trea® theory
in painting has its counterpart in play-
making. The artist who take® his canvas
out of doors, the dramatist who writes with
hig eye on life, is alike refre<hing.

If any proof of this were needead it is to
be found just now in abundance at Daly's
Theatre, whera Clyde Fitoh's farce “Oirla"
{s nightly filling the house. Whatever Mr,
Fiteh's faults may be, lack of observation
fa not one of them. He goes through life

,with his eyos open; his mind must be a
stored notobook of lmpressions. His
men and women are not forever doing the
same old things, saying the same old words,
trotting sut the eame old pack of trioks.
They do things, they say things which
reflect the life around us and In a thou-
sand little ways conneot Mr, Fitch's dramas
with actualities, Thue the surface texture
of a kitch play is always surprising and
deliehtfil: it seo'us fresh

VWhen his girls mcdestly retire to the
folding bed, the couch and ths Morrls
chair re ectively, settling down for slum-
ber, thero is a sudden diabolical thum) ing
in the steam 1 es—a little thing, but how
rainf lly real to every flat dwellor in the
audicno ! Tha comio effect of this single

small touch of obs: rvation is sur risingly |

large. Again, the hero bullds a bridge
across the airshaft with a blind—a 1atent
bridge for cliff dwellers, he onlls it, hitting
off our unholy fashion of existenoce in this
town with an €; ithet—and the blind falls
down. It doean't fall a few feet to ths
stage You hear it bumping from side
to side down all four etories that are sup-
posed to be thers, and thers comes the crash
of broken glass, Mr. Fitch has looked
down one of these 'zt house airshafts gnd
seen the scylight at the bottora. And to
you, sitting in the eudiencs, comes the
pioture too, and you actuslly fee| that room
on thas stage to be four stories up.
{llusion is very pleasant—illusion always is.
You are deli ‘hted to have your imagina-
tion stirred into doing a littls work, into
helr ing tha playwright build his scene.

Or Mr. Fitch sends one of his girls out for
provisions, He has observed what girls
eat on such occasions (or somebody has
told him, and he remembered). A titter
runs through the andience as the packages
are undone. Somebody is being hit here!
Then there are the hairpins in the match-
box; and the funny little confectionery
bride atop the wedding cake (in what East
Bide bakeshop window did Mr. Fitch ses
that as he was strolling by to store away
the memory in a corner of his brain?); and
the “elocutionist” who sings “Love Me
and the World is Mu-ine!* the one and
only song for her to sing, sung in
the one and only way to sing it
and the silly married lady who, blocked in
her pursuit of her husband by one of those
office gates which have the real catch on
the under sida of the apparent lock, gives
up the attempt to solve the puzzle and
climbs over the gate with that comical
awkwardness of the sex aware of their
Ankles.
straddle a gete and smiled, Mr.
knew we would smile at it in a play.

it would be easy to multiply examples

of this sort; every spectator of “Girls" |

can see them for himself, Taken together
they are what give to the play in no small
measure its freshness and charm; they
help to make it real, to connect it with the
lives of those in the andience, to arouss
pleasint associations, to pique mildly the
imagination,
of Mr.'Fiteh's gift of observation, his feel
for the surface texture of life, his habit of
keeping his eyes open not only in the theatre
but outsida of it,

George Ade is another playwright pos-
sessed of the seeing eye,“the eye for copy”
ft would be ealled in a newspaper shop;
“the Jaily theme eye" it is called by the
Harvard English departwent. Before he
wrote for the stage Mr, Ade's “Fdliles in
Slang” had carried hisfame aliroad, hecause
of their delicious observation, their humor-
ouy rendering of certain of life,
particolarly iife in smaller towns, Even
to-day Ade is best appreciated by the
man reare! in a small town. The foililes
he mast keenly exposes are the foibles
of the villaze, The two youths in “Artie”
poor, ill fatel, delightful “Artie"—who
went to the Union No. 19 ball, and the
tale of how thay there “picked up" the
heroine is not to Le flavored by your more
sophisticated dweller on the Avenue, who
does not know that the game of chance
acquaintance has its etiquette but no
impropriety. The faintest suspicion’ of
Impropriety would have ruined the truth
of this scene. “The (ollege Widow," of
conrse, wasone long exhibition of delicious

phuans

ohsarvations. from the big guard, whose
|

patent leather shoe “bound just across the
insten.” tu the boarding house keeper's
daughter and the “wilow” herself, who
wore a new fraternity pin each season.

Indead, just bLecause Mr. Ade does go
through life with his eves open, just be-
caise Lelsinterestedin the menand women
about him, he is able to tap new springs of
theatrical supply, to avoid the stale, the
overworked, the conventional in the
theatra, bringing something fresh and new
to the stuge. *“The College Widow" was
hailed as new even by
coujd not know that it was true, who could
not appreciate its quiet little jabs of satire,
ite amialle, even affectionate, regdering
of life in & emall college. It is not his
plang that makes Mr, Ade's work popular
with intelligent people. George Cohan
can write slang. Certainly it is not his
skill as a play constructor, eince his skill
in that direction is conspicuous only by its
absence 1t is his fresl.ness, the unworn,
unhackneyed quality of his texwure and
material. And he has this freahness be-
cause Mr. Ade keeps his eves open. And
Mr. Ade keeps his eves open because his
aniverse is not boumuxd by the Flatirons;
he loves lile anywhere he meets it, loves
to watch it, to render it, to cateh 1 P soms
faint echo of the amusement it gives him
into Lia plays, that cthers may Le am'sol
a8 e is. That is the sacret of the (rogh
charm: of his work, that the source of its
vitality.

J. M. Barrie, perhaps, of ¢!l living Eng-
lish speaking playwriters, beat ijlustrates
the power of observetion in the drama.
No man has tappsd a more varial cource
of supply than he, and no man has brought
to the stage & wiler range of novel me-
terial. The village of Thrums, the Quality

" mtrest of Jane Austen's time, the Never- | and wrots a oolumn.

Tha |

Most of us have seen a woman |
Fiteh |

And they are all the result |

- | quite as profoundly philosophical

those people who |

oy

never-never land of childish fairy tale, the
English drawing room of to-day, with the
life below stairs shown in comical con=
trest, are alike subjects for his plays, and
alike handled with the most faithful and

write *Poter Pan"? Did he say, “Go to,
I will write a play for children, Pens, ink
{ and paper, boy!" Hardly, He walked

told taleas to the ohildren there. He got
| nequalnted with the ducks. He learned
where Peler lived, on the island. Finally
he met the Little White Bird, and that was
the little bird that whispered the seoret

of the play in his ear, or rither of thé ook, | could never have writton
Nana Is unnatural | Widow"® If Le had gone through college

| The play ceme later,
| history only to those who have never
{ watohed dogs. The play falls of appeal
| only to those who do not remember their
own childhood or who have not lived it
aguln with little ohildiren. Even such &

“Its & low tide*
he sal' | “that brings no space.”

And it's a pretty poor corner of life that
will yield no drama. Dut that drama is
not to be had for the asking. The seeing
eye must discover It, the faithful hand

loving truth, How did Barria come to/| tranmeribe. It must be observed first for

| Its own sake, Joved for Its own sake, And

| that Is only possitile when the playwright
iant s How It Com | has almost the painter's childish delight
Ouly Brilllgnt, an uw OMes | with his dog in Kensington Gardens; he | In the form and color and movement of the

universe and the healthy man's warm-

{ hearted interest in the doiogs of his fellows,
| Mr. Barrin couldn't have oreated Nunir if
[ he didn't like dogs, nor 'riealon Jf he lacked

l
!

|

o fraternal Intereat in butlers! }iwr;o Ade
“The (‘ollege

with his noee In a book, Academio courses
In the techpique of the drama, patient study
of Eurlpidds and Bhakespears, Moliare and
Congreve, are all very well. DPut the young

" glight thing as Smee's sewing machine | in his club and smokes too plenteous pipes

{llustrates Barrie's eternal watchfulness.
' Heo and Mr, Frohman had gone down to
Manchester to see the first “provinclal®
production of the play. They were walk-
ing along the street in the afternoon when
Barrie suddenly stopped to gaze into & win-
dow. A man was sitling there sewing at a
| machine, Barrie grinned, “What e it?*
asked Mr. Frohman, *Why, don't you
| soe!” laughed the author. “Smee must
| have & sewing machine—it's so inocon-
| gruous.” And that night he had his ma-
chine and the audienoe roared,

“The Admirable Crichton,” so different
| from “Peter Pan,” so profoundly philo-
| sophical beneath {te whimslcality, is oon-
| oelved in terms of the most rigid and solid
. drama, its most effective momeunt belng

pantomime—the moment at the end of
| the second aot when the aristoorats who
| come stekling sheepishly back lu the dark-
| ness, drawn by the magio odor of the pot
on the fire. And this solidity is due to what?
1 To Mr, Barrie's falthful observation. The
servants sitting ill at ease in the lord's
| parlor, for thelr monthly dose of "equality”;
| the butler on the desert island become
| king because he is the ons who knows how
{ to build fires, make houses, cook the food,
meet the primitive necessities; the aristo-
crats back again in London assuming onoe
more their superior position while the
butler no less readily assumes his by bow-
ing his shoulders and rubbing his hands
| again in the old, submissive way, all are
| indicated for the eys almost without the
aid of'speech, and indicated because Barrje
knew what he was drawing, worked from
the living model. His observation was
minute and patient, and seemingly un-
bounded. He knew how butlers rub their
hands, how the social castes below stairs
divide themaelves, how servants sit when
they are trying to appear at ease in a draw-
ing room, how Mayfair makes epigrams or
holda its head up haughtily or gets hungry
on a desert island, like the rest of us
Other men could have worked ot the
logical scheme of *The Admirable Crichton®
as well as Barrie; Shaw no doubt could
have worked it out no less wittily,
other living playwright could have made it

But no |

1

|

not alone s humane and kindly and sweet, |

but so real!
watched men and women so closely and so
! lovingly, remembering their little tricks

For no other playwright has |

and attitudee, their pet phrases and personal |

humors, their oddities of dress and speech
and thought, It isn't Barrie's fault if he
| does this. He cannot help it
| way the Lord made him—a lover of his
fellow men for their own sakes, not for the
sake of putting them into a play. He prob-
ably gets as much fun out of his material
before his plays are written as we do after-

| ward.
And what a pity it is, as A. B. Walkley
! has pointed out, that Bhaw is so entirely
lacking in just this quality of observation.
Probably few people have failed to ex-
perierice a kind of disappointment, a sense
of vazue lack, even at the most brilliant
of Shaw's comedies. They get to the head,
| but not below it; they inspire laughter with-
out warmth or glow: there is something
| unreal about them, even about “Candida,*
for they leave the emotions untouched.
| “The ordinary everyday surface of the
universe is to him," says Mr, Walkley, “only
| a sapringboard from which he jumps into
the space of ratiocination—his own peculiar

the imputation that this passionate Fabian,

That's the | gineering for the purpose of saving min-

| building & great highway across the Great

| ening the tracks west of New Orleans

space, a space of four dimensions.” Perish |

this paradoxical Bocialist, does not love |

Lis fellow man! ¢ B. S, loves us one and
i all.
| of correcting us, of making the straight
places of our philosophy crooked, of sup-
plying us with theories and shattering our
romantic ideals, to take any interest in the

mere surface details of our lives, He could

never sit in his club window and watch the |
If he should walk in Ken« !

passing throng,
sington Gardens he would ask the ducks
| w hy they weren't wans. Thare is none of
i Mr. Barrie's loving, patient rendering of
{ minute detall in his dramas, because he
| isn't interested insuchdetail inlife. There-
| fore *The Admirable Crichton,” which is
a8 any-
thing Shaw has written, is also a thousand
| times more real. /
| To come back to Proadway, “Paid in Full*
, admirably illustrates in its first act just
] this quality of observation; and surely it

But he is too burdened with the mission |

is more than chance that as the truth of |
observation grows dim the drama grows |

more and more theatric and conventional,
i The humors of a Harle:n flat (for a Harlem
| flat may have its humors, to the onlooker
| at least!), the young husband with the car-
pet sweeper, the dumbwaiter, the speaking
| tube, the paperhangei's iosd, tha grocery
| bills, the petty economies in light and fuel

give to that admirable opening act a twang grindi
I They finc

of realtty that is lscking later, when the

machinery of ths story geta to creaking

and the characters become puppets for the

purposes of the play. My, Walter, however,
| never quite loses his gift of ohservation.
I There are touches of it in his “semi-fash-
jonable” hotel; it gleams again in the setting
for Capt. Williams's apartment, and in the
Captain's conversation with his servant,
And every fitful gleam arouses a response
| in the audience that ought to show plainly
enough how priceless a gift it is for the
playwright, especially the man who would
) make dramas of contemporary life.

Emerson once remarkog@, possibly not
without a tanoh of that loca! self-sufficiency
which eti!l may be found in Concord, Mass,,
that the traveller to Europe finds nothing
there he does not take with him. Alas'
the playwright finds nothing in life either
tbat he does not Lring with him  Aftar all
you cannot go forth saying *I will discover
a new corner of life 1o exploit on the slage”
with any hopo of succoss. It is the old
fable of the two shepherds wiho sought the
magio flower. Once upon a time a reporter,
lacking an asigament, went down to the
I ntteyy and sat on the saawall, bemoaning
the injusuce of the Fates, which w uld
not bring about a subway aceident or a bomb
explosion or a four alarm fire to swell his
sglender space bill  The sun was warm,
The lazy tide ran by, bearing on its L osom
many strang: things out to saa. And the
reporter had the curiosity of his kind. He
forgot his hard lot in the pleasant pastjme
of watching the atrange burdens of the tide,
Preseutiy he was taking notes. A couple
{ of hours later he strolled back to Park row
L}

i

| have revolted from the rule of the butler | tunnelled rivers and actually blown the

| stupendous and costly task,

' 1t is sometimes called macaroni wheat be-
|
|
|
|
|

of good fellowahip in unscholastic ohat with
his kind may be closer to the right track,
afterall—which ls a dangerous dootrine for
undergraduates! Warren P EATON.

A MILLION A MINUTE.

What It Sometimes Costs to Cut Down &
Train Schedule,

To save a few minutes in the schedule
of ita trains a railroad is often compelled
to spend millions of dollars in improve-
ments. The experts figure out that the
New York Central and the Pennsylvania
are spending in their hig terminal im-
provements $1,000,000 for each minute
saved.

Acoording to Moody's Magazine, 'the
Pennsylvanla iu the last few years has

built bridges, bored through mountaigs, |

heads off five or six mountains to shorten
its track and lower its grade.

The grand total of expenditures of this
one road for these time saving improve-
ments approximates $220,000,000. Between
Pittaburg and Philadelphia hardly a mile '
of the old track remains, and the same can
be eaid of the 105 mile track between Phila~
delphia and Harrisburg

About $70,000,000 was epent to lower
grades between the two former cities, saving
thereby about ninety minutes in the regular
running time, averaging nearly $50,000 for
each minute saved.

This engineering feat included the dyna~
miting of half a dozen mountains, the,
straightening of tracks and lowering of thag
grade over some 354 miles. The flling of
ravines, digging new channels for streame,
bridging rivers and tunnelling hills and
small mountains were all included in this

Likewise between Philadelphia and Har-
rishurg the time allowance for express
trains has been reduced from three hours
to one hour and fifty-five minutes at a total
cost of something like $13,000,000.

This section was the cheapest saving of
time on the whole system, averaging only
$100,000 & minute, The saving of three
minutes to Trenton on the other haud
oost over half a million dollars, or about

$200.000 a minute.
The economy of such huge expenditures
appears more in the freight department
than in the passenger. Heavy grades
and numerous curves are the bane of all
good railroad managers,
The famous Lucin cutoff on the Southern
Pacifio is another instance of costly en-

utes. The old time from Ogden to Lucin
has been eut from six to four hours by

Salt Lake. v
The Lucin cutoff cost millions, and was

one of the engineering feata of the century,
but it saved 120 minutes at an approxirate
cost of $35,000 for each one, But the rotual
economy appears again more in the freight
department than in the passenger ‘

By the old route theefreight trains had
gome short grades to climb of minety feet
to the mile, and frequently three and four
powerful locomotives kad to haul the trains
up these steep grades, lo-day a single
engine can take the train Across the new
highway system at far less expenditure
of coal than several could do by the original
route,

The same road is now engaged in tunnel-
ling the Sierras at an approximate ccst of
$5,000,000, and half as mueh more in straight-

The Santa P4 has alsy been engaged in
this battle 'of minutes. The Belen cutoff
in New Mexico will shorten the line nearly
saven miles between Texico and Rio Puerco,
but more important than the time, it will
avoid climbing some 7.660 miles to cross
the RatonsMountain, The grade up the
old line is one of the steepest 1u e Couniy
reaching 'n many places 155 feet to the
mile )

‘I'he Missouri Pacific was originally built
on about a8 crooked a line as one could
draw on the map, and included in these
NUmerous curves were steep grades that
made freight hauling an expensive matter,
For five vears now the pres:nt managers
have been pouring millious into the line w
straighten out the curves, cut down the
grades and shorten the route between im-
portant points, '

In this process the cost hes often aver-
aged a million dollars a ile, and for each
minute gained a cool half million dollars
had to be expended

It is estimated by railroad constructors
that nearly $750,000,000 has been spent in
the last few vears in tunnels, bridges, im-
proved gradcs and cutoffs for the purpose
of saving time and expcnsa,

DURUM WHEAT.

Grons Where Other kinds Won't
z Lots of Muscle.

There is a st@alily increasing produo-
tion of durum wheat in northern Minnesota
and North Dakota and in the arid or semi-
arid sections of other States.

The big flouring mills have not as yet
adapted their maciinery its proper
ng. says the Minneapolis Tribune,
1 it too rich in gluten and too hard
present instalment of rollers.

Makes

4]

for their
The elevator men don't handle it freely
because it necessitates special bins, But
the exporters take it eagerly

cause its main use up to this time has been
for the mauufacture of macaroni. The
French, however, who are accounted the
best cooks in the world, have employed it
quite extensively in bread making, and it
is asserted that the bread made from it is
most nutritious as well as light and ap-
petizing.

There is no reazon why it should not be.
Gluten is a muscle former. In 100 ounces
of lean beefsteak there are eighteen parts of
muscle formers. In 100 cunces of ordi-
nary bread there are seven to eight ounces

of muscle formers, in 100 ounces of pota-
toes two ounces, in 100 ounces of milk
four, but in 100 ounces of maecaroni or
bread made from durum wheat there Are
sl to be from eighteon to twenty ounces
of muscle forml.'xr material,

Admitting the food value of this varjety,
the temptation to the fariner whose land

‘ ;T-Zl"l".

lapte| to it to plant it i8 almost irre-
It s a plent that stands drought
batier than other wheat plants, It
‘ vdy and thrifty that it is usually
| exemp! from rus' and smut and bugs.

' The aversge yield is high—often from
! 50 to 100 per cent. grester than that of the
| varietios of wheat grown in the same
It

[ much

ol
cistriet.
is testined to prove a blessing to the farm-
ers in sections whare the |.=m‘?p!! isuellcient
or unreliable. It makes a most nutritious
feed for domestic animels, upon which they
will thrive and attaip o degree of health
that will make them command high prices
either from butchers or stock fanciers.

seems  certain  that  durum

loafor who loungos around the poolroom |

| man repertory,

Bt d
SOTHERN IN “DON- QUIXOTE"

PAUL KESTER'S NEW STAGE VER-
KION WEDNESDAY.

Cyrll Nostl at the Garriek Monday -~ Henry
. Dixey in “Paps Lebonard'” at the
Bijou 'Thursdey--Ibsen and the Publle
Libraries—"'Goets You Merllchingen.'

The most lmportant novelty of the week
will be shown as the Lyrio Theatre Weclues-
day night when Mr, Bothern produces for
| the first time on-any stage Paul Kester's
:now dramatio version of “Don Quizote,”
i Of course Mr, Sothern will lmpersonate
the linmortal knight, and of course Row-
| land Buckstone will play Sancho Panea,
| 1t has boen Mr. Kester's endeavor in writing
the play to present episodes of the book
in Cervantes's own language and to present
' them without any hint of comment and striv-

ing for hidden meanings. The «pisydes
to choose from aro many. ThS play ends
with the death of the knight, his pust deeds
passing by him in dream review. VFor this
and other soenes the mechanical equip-
ment of the play has to be heavy, and the
task of rehearsal has Leen so great that
the theatre will be dark till Wedneaday.
On the opening the curtain will rise at
7:48.

l Cyril Scott will be seen to-morrow night
| at the Qarrick Theatre in a new play written

by Cecil B, and Williami (. de Mille. The
| soenes are laid in northwestern Canada
fu the timber zone of the province of Al-
berta, where a Lody of horsemen, the
Canadian Northwestern Mounted Police,
ride fast and fearlessly for the protection
of the laws of the Dominlon. The play
| deals with an episode of thie order in which

Mounted® figures conspieuously. He re-
ceives orders to ride into the enemy's
country to bring back a criminal, and he
starts away with the absolute sang froid
of his cult and race, although he knows
he is risking his life in the hunt and is with-
out clue or trail, The adventures that
('Byrne experiences ara in the heart of
the forest. Side by side with his duty
0'Byrne encounters love for the first time,

Henry F. Dixey will appear at the Bijou
Theatre Thursday night in “Papa Leb-
onard,” the comedy written for Coquelin
and the Comédie, but never acted by the
great French comedian, It "was made
known here in Italian by Novelli, Kate
Vermilye has made the English version for
Mr. Dixey.

Well, well- here is the New York Publio
Ijibrary reporting that for the weok ended
March 31 the three most popular works,
not fietion, in circulation were Ibsen's
plays, James's “Pragmatism,” and Metch-
chnikofl's “Prolongation of Life.” Boston
and Cambridge papers please copy. And
nobody is playing Ibsen in New York at

resent, either, With James and Ibsen
in such demand the “tough minded® phi-
losophers are having their day.

The Belasco-De Mille drama, “The Wife,*
will be revived by the Spooner stock com-
pany at the Lincoln Square Theatre this
week,

The German Theatre Company will be
seen during the coming week in four dif-
ferent plays. “Goetz Von Berlichingen”
will be performed— positively for the last
time—to-morrow evening. On Tuesday
and Wedneaday evenings the bill will be
[Lsen's “Hedda Gabler,” with Miss Hedwig
Reicher in the title réle, and Eugen Burg,
Ernst Sauermann and August Weigert
in other important parts, “At the White
Horse Tavern”® (“Im Weissen Roessl”), one
of the most popular comedies in the Ggr-
will be presented again

on Thursday evening, The same comedy

will be played in on Friday and Satur-

| day evenings. For Baturday afterncon
the management announces “All Heidel-
berg.”

To-morrow William Faversham enters
upon his last week at the Academy of Musio
in “The Bquaw Man," the big Western

drama that has found such a successful
engagemment at this house. This will be
the last time Mr. Faversham will be seen
in this play in New York,

Faster Monday Miss Kitty Cheatham,
who has just returned from a highly suc-
cessful tour of the West, will give one of her
| recitals for “children and grownups" at
‘lhe Lyceum Theatre on West Forty-fifth
| street, At this recital Miss Cheatham will
| present an new array of material,

dias wili boe Ler !l Pi in this
| country for some time, as she sails for
. Europe early in May to fill engagements in
| London and Paris which will detain her

abroad for several months, Among Miss
| Cheatham's new offerings will be two songs
| that have been especially written for her
by Misa Minnie Cochrane, the lady  in
waiting to her Royal Higlness the Princess
Henry of Battenburg.

entirely
s |

n3t anressnnee

*The Thief® at the Lyceum reaches its
250th performance Saturday night,

Clyde Fitch's farce “Girls” is so bright,
8o crisp, so full of keen and fresh observa-
tion and kindly feeling that it is packing
Daly's Theatre.
BUCCeSS,

“The Servant in the House," beautifully
acted, is visible at the Savoy.

Williamm H. Crane in Ade's merry farce
“Father and the Boys" continues at the
Empire,

Otis Skinner's fine and picturesque per-
formance of “The Honor of the Family” is
tilling the Hudson.

“\Miss Hook of Holland" continues popular
at the (riterion.

David Warfield continues to play “The
Music Master” at the Stuyvesdnt, with
suturday night performances of “A Grand
Army Man.”  There will be a matinée Thurs-
day, the 231,

At the Belasco “The Warrens of Virginia®
is rounding out the season

Sam Rernard in “Nearly a Hero" ia the
drawing card at the Casino

‘iav “The V\‘m-lfing

John Magon in the fine
1e Hackett.

Hour" continues to fill t

lew Fields in “The Girl Behind the
Counter® has played seven months at the
Herald Square.

It ia a hopeful uITn when a strong, seri-
ous American play like *Paid in Full” can
fill the Astor Theatre nightly.

Weber's burlesque of “The Merry Widow "
goes on ite merry way at the Musio Hall.

“A Wai

At Walliok's *A Kni
fair to finish out the season,

z‘w ‘

nios

or & Dav" bids

Majestic.

to higve suttled at the Orpheum Concert
Qarden, ‘Third avenue and 'Thirteenth
| streot, for a lonz and sucoessful career
The present company came chiefly from
Vienna

“Tony the Boothlack," the latest A, H
Woods melodrama, comes to the Thaha
Theatre this week. ‘The plot
about
Black Hand gang

Cyril Scott, as Lieut, 0'Byrne of “The Royal ‘

to the heart of the patrons of the New
Star will be Introduced at that house this
woek when A, H. Woods brings “Broadway
After Dark.® Harry Fekls and Mildred
Bioller hoad the east.

*Wine, Woman and Song® will play at
the American Theatra for a limited time,
hoummng pext Monday matinée. Bonita
o8 usual heads the cast.

» A/
“The Smart Set." that merry company
of colored entertainers, with 5. H. Dudley

heading the cost,will be the coming week's
altraciion at the Yorkville Theatre.

“The Girl of the Golden Wost™ will move
to the Metropolis Theatra for the coming
week and will undoubtedly prove a treat
to & number of the Bronxites who were

able to sea this beautiful production at
higher prices.

Robie's EKnickerbockers, the coming
‘woek's attraction at Hurtig & Beamon's
musio hall, will present two burlettas en-

| titled *The Arrival of Prince Hadji" and
‘ “Murphy's Mishaps,” both of which offer
an abundance of Jaughter.

“The Rogers Brothers in Panama” will
| be at the (rand Opera House this week,

Varleties this week the programme will he
headed by William Rock and Maude Fulton.
The remainder of the programme will in-
clude Junie Mc('ree & Co., presenting his
one act comedy kit entitled “The Man
from Denver, or The Dope Fiend”: Jack
Norworth, monologist; Shean and Warren
in their laughable trgvesty on “Quo Vadis";
Minnie Seligman and William Bramwell,
who will present a one act skit entitled
“A Dakota Widow"; second and last week
of Rosie Lloyd, the clever English come-
| dienne, sister of Alice and Marie Lloyd;
the Avolos, xylophona experta; John Birch,
. “The Man With the Hata"; T ha Brittons,
colorod singers and danocers, and new vita-
graph views,

)
! At Hammerstein's Viotoria Theatre of
|
{

George Bidney in his play, “Busy dzzy's
Boodle,” is the attraction booked Yor the
West End Theatre, starting with a matinde
to-morrow afternoon. The plot of this
new pisoe frolics along the lines of Sidney's
former offerings.

The New York Stars, a burlesque or-
anization, will be housed at the Murray
ill this week.

The Eden Musée shows a figure of Chester
Gillette in the electrocution chair at Auburn
State Prison asa result of his convietion of
the murder of Dolly Brown. The cine-
matograph hit of the weel is entitled *How
to Lose a Troublesome Dog.*

Joe Welch will appear in “At Ellis Island”
at Percy G. Williams's Colonial this week.
As an ltalian Mr. Welch essays a new role.
James Thornton i a monologist. Belle
Blanche will give a series of imitations.
Terry and Lambert are two performers who
return after seven vears abroad. They
)')_mspm a skit entitled “English Types Seen

hrough American Eyes." The s De
Haven Septette is good. Ed Blondell and
company in “The Lost Boy" are popular,
Genaro's Gondolier Band will play. Howard
and Howard and the Kratons are listed.

At Percy (. Williams'g Alhambra Alice
Llovd enters upon her gecond and last week
when she will be heard in a new collection of
songs and will don fetching costumes,
S8imon, Gardner and company have an act,
()'Brien-Havel and Effie Lawrence have
a sketch. The MeNaughtons, who are
English pitter-patter comedians, enter upon
their second and last week. The Farrell
Taylor Trio are listed. The Big City Four
is a quartet. Mayme Remington and her
Picks manage to entertain. Those Four
Girls appear,

Added to J. M. Moore's original New
Orleans Minstrels, Huber's Fourteenth
Street Museum the coming week presents
La Belle Rosa's troupe of Oriental dancers,
seven in number. Other attractions are
Carr's Teddy Bears, Walter the Blue Man,
besides forty-five minutes of Edison's life
motion pictures.

The Strolling Players will be the attrac-
tion at the Gotham Theatre for the coming
week. The company is headed by Toma
Hanlon,

The Kentucky Belles will be housed for the
week at the Dewey Theatre, where they will
Jpresent two burlettas

At the “Boliemian Night® at the Circle
Theatre this evening the Lambs will take
charge, headed by Lamb J, ( larence Har-
vey as toastmaster. The Strollers will
also be on hand., Mr. Harvey himself
will contribute recitations to the bill, and
a lively evening is promised.

The Hippodrome has a new startler.
To-morrow from one side of the stage
Zula, an acrobat o1 aaring and skill, will
he shot across the area to a trapeze. For

It is a real and deserved |

six weeks mechanics have worked at the
Hippodrome to get into place the machinery
for tossing this man through space. Zula
comes here direct from London., While
| he has done many hazardous feats, this
will be his first attempt at being fired
though the air. The llippodmmo stage
is the only place in America big enough
| for the act. This will be another added
feature to the Hippodrome's big bill. The
circus 18 now the largest and best ever
ghown in the great playhouse. Four new
acts were nddﬁ last week. The Battle of
Port Arthur, ¥ith its clashing troops and
plunging horses, opens the bill, which con-
cludes with the glittering Ballets of the
Four Seasons and the Winter Carnival,

Jan Kubelik is drawing near to the close
of his American tour, which began Novem-
ber 10 in this city, and makes his farewell
appearance here (his last for three years)
on Palm Sunday evening, April 12, at the
Hippodrome, assisted by \\'\Ror Damrosoh

| and the New York Symphony Orchesira.

l At the Fifth Avenue Theatre this week
wiil be Trixie Friganza, Karno [Troupe,
Rose Coghlan and company, Burr Mein-
tosh, ¥linore Risters Six Nosses, Carlials
Moore and company and Charlene and
Charlene.

With the Fifty-eighti Street Theatre are
Maurice Levi's Band, Pullman Porter
Maids. Maude Lambert, Pe:in Zouvaves,
Willard Simms & Co., Alf Whelan, Patrice
and Friend and Downing. -

At the 125th Street Theatrs are Houdini,
Herry Von Tilzer, Jessie Millward & Co.,
Lily Lena, “High Life in Jail," Joe Hart's
Eleotric Crickets, Wynne and Lewis, Hill
and Sylvany.

At the Harlem Opera House the revival
will be “Sky Farm." a rural play in four
acts, by Edward E. Kidder.

Among many other features this week
at Tony Pastor's Theatr§ will be several
pathetic sketches taken from real life and
soveral singing and dancing nects. Charles
B. Lawlor and Dauchters will be seen in

|

| will prasent “King for a Nieht,” a blnc'-

“The Merry Widow" in German seems |
Conedinn snonghoa daneers; Not 8. Jeromne

Numerous pleasing specialties so dear
|

an entirely new act with all new sonas
and costumes; Conroy, le Mairs & (o

faoe comedy act: among others will be

n ot
Williams and Walker gontinue at the | Mr. and Mra. Ralph Lewis in a comedy

nlaviet, for the first time hera; Marion and
Deene in a comedy rot: Mr, ond Mis, Shed.
man's Dog Civcus; A K. (oldera in & Fu.
rocen novelty eot: the Moprasts, origiral
& Co. in a Hebraw seteh: . W, Sheppey,
king ont etaines
Soj hie Tuclker, coon shovter; Mie, Zoar,
w

ciry walker; the Traveler and the € gvaeps, |

and the Amepicon vitazr *h with

motion picturss

lifs

| At Brookiyn Houses.
| 1 revolves |
the infamous machinations of me'

At tia Montauk this week Miss Maude
Adame will be the attraction in “The Jest-
ors.” Miss Adams is popular everywhere,
in Brooklyn no less tha ' New York, and

V2 oneo Jugzier; Miss |

adims

: e

the houss will doubtiess be Miled at each
performanoce.

There will ba an o1l star bill at Percy G,
Williars's Orphenim whon Ben jamin Chapin
and company will head the bill in "At 1he
White Houss." Mr. Chapin impersonates
[ Lincoin. Emil Hoch and company appear.
Tho Colonial Septet is an act with pretty

irls. Kd F. Reynari is a ventriloguist,
oward and North are cowmedians, Ben
Welch is a character comedian.
Francis and her Arabs are a singing and
dancing trio. The Marno I'rio are ex-
H_orlnnm: acrobate, while the Meredith
isters are lightning change artists

The show this week at Keeney's is strong

Fay, known as the ariginal “Belle of Avenus
A,” who will be scen in vaudaville fgr the
last time, as she will reenter the legitimats,
The extra attraction will introduce Rube
Welch sud Kitty Frances, assisted by the
Misses Beatrics, Dycer and Co re in the
comedy “The Flip Mr. Flop." The extra
| foature is Edify hniam. soprano, Other
[ acta to completa the,hill are the Warten-

berg Brothars, the Ofmega Trio, the Phillips
Sisters, Campbell and Brady, John Lorenz
and the Keenayscope in new comedy viows.
Amatour night next Thursday.

nish the programme ut the Gayety Thoatre

of extravaganza, spectacls and vaudeville,
Viola Sheldon, a former singer of the Tivoli
Opera Company of San Francisco, an
Harry Hastings, a comedian, are the prin-
| eipuls,

| At the Star Theatre this week ihe enter-
talnment will be provided by the World
Beaters, an organization that is a favorite
in this playhouse and which contains some
well known funmakers. Omneof the features
of the programme is a spectacle written by
Frank Dumont, the veteran minstrel and
slaywrizght, It is entitled “The Isle of Rub-
ernecks.”

At the Bijou Theatre the attraction will
be furnished by that well known quartet

esting family of entertainers in Brooklyn
within a few weeks, a fact that speaks well
for their popularity.

At the Folly Theatre this week Miss Cecil
Spooner will appear in a romantic musical
comedy drama, “The Dancer and the
King,” in which she has achieved success,
The play was written by Charles ¥. Blaney
and J. Searle Dawloy.

A vaudeville programme, in addition to
a two act musical comedy, will be given at
Hyde & Behman's O} mpic Theatre this
week by W. 8. Clark's Jersey Lilies Extrav-
aganza Company.

ROMANOFFS' VAST WEALTH.

Richest Royal Family In Earope—Sources
. of Thelr Income.

The imperial family of Russia is the
richest royal family in Europe, and derives
its wealth from three sources—the HState
treasury, the imperial domains (formerly
Church lands), and the so-called “Cabinet
properties.” The State Treasury provides
for the Czar as the Sovereign, the imperial
domains are the joint property of the
members of the House of Romanoff, but
administered by the head of the house;
the “Cabinet properties” are the personal
possessions of the reigning sovereign as
such,

No data of any kind are available for
estimating the amount of property held
by the Czar and other members of his
house in their private capacity as individu-
als, It is known to be very considerable
bothin land and in gold, says the Pall Mall
(Gazette, but is very rightly treated as a
purely private matter.

The State treasury pays out a million
and a half sterling a year for the needs
of the imperial house, principally for the
maintenance of the palaces and the officials

ing Empress for example has an allowance
of £20,000 a year, the Dowager Empress
the same. Every child born to the Czar
receives from birth to the age of 21 nearly
£4,000 & year, while the heir to the throne
receives annually, in addition to main-
tenance of palaces, £10000. Daughters
receive a dowry of one million rubles, or a
hundred thousand pounds, when they
marry. The figures under this head are
comparatively modest, and the total ex-.
penditure chargod to the Treasury is less
than 1 per cent. of the annual budget.

The imperial domains, the main source
of the wealth of the Romanoffs, were origi-
nally Church lands. In the Middle Ages
the Church in Russia was not only the
repository of all the learning of the land,
but its bankers and usurers also, and the
wealth amassed in the course of centuries
was enormous. The Russian Church is
not poor now, but the bulk of its vast pos-
sessions passed to the House of Romanoff
a century ago. The imperial domains
comprise 21,828,000 acres, an area larger
than al! Ireland.

About two-thirds of this area is forest,
out of which a good revenue is made; the
timber exported from Archangel is known
all over the world, while the estate of Bleo-
vezh, that maguificent forest where are
still preserved herds of the aurochs, an-
nually provide for sale 2,000,000 cubic feet
| of timber; another estate in the Vologda

province produces 200,000 of the largest

timber trees annually for the imperial
| sawmills there,

The other third of the area comprised in
the lm‘zerul domaing, something larger
than all Wales, is highly cultivated land.
The larﬁ-t vineyards, producing the best
wine in Russia, belong to the domains, and
about a hundred and fifty thousand pounds
worth of wine is sold annually from this
source, In the province of Samara is a
sugar plantation the factory on which pro-
duces 1,500 tons of rugat every year,

Mineral wealth is worked in a hundred
| spots; 1,600 flour mills, a thousand fisheries,
not for sport but as an article of trade, a
hundred wharves on various rivers and
850 trading concerns of various kinds are
among the minor undertakings belonging
to the imperial domains, But the greater
part of the cuitivated area is rented to
others, 15,000 lots for purely Agrioulturul
purposes and 10,000 for the higher forms
of ocultivation, fruit, vineyards, &e.

The clear profit derived from these vari-
ous sources is over two millions sterlin
per annum. During the past hund
yoars, gince the Church property was oan-
verted to the imperial use, a sum of twenty-
five millions sterling has been paid out to
various members of the im house,
Under the head of imperial domains is
also included certain capital acoumulated
by various emperors, and to this must he
added the five and & quarter millions ster-
ling received from the peasants who were
ser{s on the imperial domains as the price
of their freadom.

The third source of income is the “Cabinet
properties,” which belong to the reigning
Czar personally as Czar, The only figures
ohtainable for assessing the value of this,
the greatest source of present and future
| wealth, i# the ares of the landea property,
¢ which s 115,000,000 acres, or about the size
of France. This property is almost entirely
Hn Siberia, but it includes the best and

a

argest of the gold and silver mines, worked

nd unworked, besides a fabulous amount
of unexplored wealth both above and below
the surface, Copoer, iron, platinum and
other ores, besides gold and silver, are only
awaiting the op!m'mr up bf this unexplored
territory, the size of France, to yleld many

= more millions annually,

this week with a well arranged Ynixture’

and servants attached to them, The reign-’

Fmios |

in comedly features, beiug headed by Elfie |

The Bachelor Club Burlesquers will fur- |

l
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GAME BIRDS [N oL

FIGHT IN NEW JERSEY TO Stor
SPRING SHOOTING.

Sportsmen Arrayed Against Baymen in an
Endeavor te Proteet Pucks, Shore.
birds and Woodesok In Breeding sea.
son-—-Proposed Game Law Amendment s,

You might not suppose that there way
politics in & wild duck or policies ina 1o .,
hut over in the State of New Jersey sich, 4
situation exists. One county threatens 1,
g0 Deraceratie if a certaln bill sesxing 14
insure tho stricter [ reservation of the State's
game birds should pass through the Lagisla.
ture. The baymen of Ocean county, wh
know the hunting grounds in and aboi
Barneagat Bay and all of the smallsr in.
dentations of the coast thereabouis ara
nome of the voting oftizans of New Jerses
who do not want 1o ses a closad season on al
game waterfowl from December 31 to Ag.
ust 31.

Just now the work that is being done Ly
the New Jersey Sportsmen's Amaociation
to influence legislation to protect gaine
birds bulks as large in the business of 11
Legislature as Judge Fort's Bishops
did a short time ago. This association has
suhunitted a bill which aims at a reviein o
existing limitations of open and ¢l as(
seasons on game birds of all Kinds and wlioin
provides for the division of the Staie inig
two game districts for the hetter onforeo.
ment of the protective measures

The association has & wembers! |
11,000 sportsinen,  Kach club s represents |
on a general board by a member, an|
all the clubs have ratified the prograiniea
of game bird protection which has bea
ambodied in Senator Frelinghuysen's ||
now before the Legislature

Opposed to this organization and renra
sented by various members of the St
Legislaturoe are the bavmen, who maks a
living by market shooting and serving as
boat pullers and guides for city sports ne:,

of farceurs the Mortons, who will presont | The number of thess baymen is not in.
their new musical comedy “The Big Stick.” j aonsiderablo and their influence in tha
of which George V. Hobart is the author. ! [agislature is of sufficlent weight 1o maka
This is the third engagement of this inter- |

the final passage of the new game hill a
matter of speculation. Already repre.
pentatives of the baymen have had a hear.
ing before the State Fish and Game (ome
mission,

George Batten, one of the moat enthi-
siastic workers of the sportsmen's associa-
tion, epitomized the situation in New Jersay
in an address he made before the Game and

| Fisheries Committee of 1" e Senate,

| thirty-five years ago,” said Mr

“If a man had appe:red in this « hamber
HBHPI\'

“appealing for lawe to protect the wild
pigeon he would have bee laughed out of
court with the reply, ‘There are millions
of them; you can never annihilate them '
It would be perfectly easy to pass a lav
now making the shooting of a wild pigeon so
grave an offencs as to incur a penalty of
$100 fer each violation of the law. There
are men who would be willing to pay that
sum to prove that there was one alive
to-day.”

The fate of the wild pigeon, say the friends
of the bill, will soon be the fate of the ducks
the shore birds and the woodoock unless
the game laws are adjusted so that during
the seasons when these birds are breeding
on the marshes and in the woods they shall
not be harried and driven off their nests or
away from their helpless young.

As the law stands in J to-day the
closed season on geese, duck, brant and
other game waterfowl extends from the
last day of March to the first of November
The shore birds, under which generic title
Fu- the snipe of all families, are protected

rom January 1 to May 1 only.

_The new regulations inspired by tha
New Jersey Sportsmen's Association would
open the season for ducks and waterfow|
only during the months of Bept mber,
Octobér, November and December, and
would fix the same limit, with the adaition
of the month of August, uion the shooting
of shore birds.

In both thes» instances the sportsmen
move to abolish spring shooting! Seven
States of the Union and three Canadian
provinces have already abolished apring
shooting, and the sportsmen would have
New Jersey move into line before it is too
late. They realize what few sportamen
outside of the State know, that Jersey's
shores and marshes are by nature and were
until recently in fact breeding grounds of
the ducks and other game waterfowl.

A. K. Fisher, an ornithologist of the
United States Biological Survey, in a re-
cent pamphlet upon the vanishing wood.
cock and wood duck took occasion to call
attention to the fact that the latter bird
most beautiful of all the duck family, was
being swept out of existenoce hecause of
the spring shooting. The wood dick
still breads in some p! in Jersey instead
of joining the migratory ducks that have
their brooding Tn Canada, but as
the law stands now this bird can be shot
on its nest.

The black duck, mallard and blue winged
teal used to breed in the Jersey morshes
in the months of lpﬂngj but according 1o
the records of the New Jersey Sportemen s
Association they have been decimated al-
most to the point of extinction by the
spring shooting.

President Kuser of the State Game Com-
mission recently received a delegation of
baymen from &n‘n oounty and the more
southerly reaches of the Jersey coast, who
came to tell him that there were as many
ducks on the marshes now as at eny time
and that not only the baymen but the hote!
keepers and tradesmen along the coas
would lose. if *a few sports” were allowed
to dictate when ducks should be shot.

- Mr. her, the ornithologist, has seil
in his pamphlet that “there gre more wild
ducks destroyed each year than are pro
duced.” It is for the Jersey Legisizture
to decide between the testimony of the
baymen and thet of the scientist becked
by the sportsmen,

Another game bird that the measure
submitted to the Jersey Legislature aims
to protect is the woodcock, growing mom
scarce in the Jersey woods each ve!
As the law stands now woodeock may be
shot in the month of July and again in
October, November and Decamber.

The Sporismen’s Assocation would
away with the July shooting, It says
Foreet and Stream that “of all the inigqmties
of the New Jersey game law, July shooting
of woodcock ie the worst.” Tt is argue!
that particularly in a backward spring it ¢
imposaible for "the woodeock hiroods 19
be hatched and grown by July. The ehoot-
ing of a hen with chicks half grown #
murder of the whole family, declars the
sportsmen,

Spring and summer shooting of 'he
woodeock sti]l exists in half of the States
During the winter migration they are rith-
lesely slaughtered throughout the fringe
of Gulf States, As a result this hird. ac-
cording to Mr. Fisher, is likely to hecoms
extinet within a few years,

Over in Jersey the sportamen them-
selves have had a hard time agreeing o7 *
programme of protection. The men frov
the interior were all for the curtailing ~f
the open season on duoks, but kicked
the abolition of the July shooting of woo
cock. Mutnal concessions ruied, howe::
and if the Frelinghuysea bill goes throue
the woodoock can only be shot for I
thiee months of October, November a1l
Decomber.

The shore birds—snipe, fleld plove
longbi[lad curlew and the like ocme
for protection against spring shooting
the proposed lasv, The sportamen wou
have an open ssason on these little fallows
only from August 1| to December 31, an
thus the birds would be protected in the
nesting

L)

Hinuls Crew Killers' Reward.
Neponael correapondence Chicago Inter Orer®
Loring Nnow and Thurston Wildes hat*
taken to the county olerk at Cambridge 2%
oro for whi t received a boun'v
g{' :-'J.ro. ('Mo‘h A

red and jorty-nine
birds were s one day.
4




